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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT:	Your Name (XXX) XXX-XXXX or email
	Stacey Tisdale (210) 321-1232 or s-tisdale@tti.tamu.edu
Teen Driving Safety Program Free to Schools in XXXXX County
Teens in the Driver Seat®, in partnership with Safe Kids Georgia, create a campus traffic safety culture.
Date – In 2018, 431 of the 1,426 Georgia car crash fatalities were young people aged 16-24. For decades, car crashes have remained a leading cause of death for U.S. teens. For every life lost, thousands more are injured on our roadways. 

“Teen drivers today face more challenges behind the wheel today than ever before,” explains TDS founder Russell Henk, a senior research engineer and manager of TTI’s Youth Transportation Safety Program. “Smartphones, parties in the back seat, the glamourized ‘need for speed,’ and peer pressure to drive while under the influence are just a handful of dangers they face. But they can also make good decisions with the right information. Giving them that information and rewarding responsible behavior is what TDS is all about.”

Thanks to a generous grant from Georgia Department of Transportation and other sponsors, TDS has partnered with Safe Kids Georgia and is offering its safety program free to all middle schools and high schools in XXXX County. Schools will receive an educational toolkit for campus outreach, and have access to learning resources activity and outreach ideas – all at no cost. 

All resources and messaging is designed for peer-to-peer outreach and were created to motivate teens to drive more safely by making them aware of the five most dangerous teen driving habits: distractions, like cell phones and other teen passengers; driving at night; speeding and street racing; low seat belt use; and alcohol/drug use. 

In addition to signing up for Teens in the Driver Seat, each active school may participate in their cash reward program, TDS All-Stars. TDS does not intend for this to feel like more work, but instead a plug-and-play program that helps teens develop safer driving habits.

TDS is now accepting sign-ups in XXXX County. Interested schools may sign-up at: https://www.t-driver.com/signup 

About Georgia Department of Transportation:
Georgia Department of Transportation plans, constructs and maintains Georgia’s state and federal highways. We’re involved in bridge, waterway, public transit, rail, general aviation, bike and pedestrian programs. And we help local governments maintain their roads. Georgia DOT and its nearly 4,000 employees are committed to delivering a transportation system focused on innovation, safety, sustainability and mobility. The Department’s vision is to boost Georgia’s competitiveness through leadership in transportation.
About Teens in the Driver Seat®:
Started in 2002, Teens in the Driver Seat is a peer-to-peer safety program that educates teens about the top five dangers of teen driving to help teens develop safer driving habits and avoid crashes. TDS is a recognized peer-to-peer teen traffic safety program by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. Thanks to funding from multiple sponsors, including Georgia Department of Transportation, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, and General Motors program resources and technical support are available at no cost to middle and high schools. | https://t-driver.com
About the Texas A&M Transportation Institute
Recognized as one of the premier higher education-affiliated transportation research agencies in the world, TTI’s research and development program has made significant breakthroughs across all facets of the transportation system. TTI research is widely known as an excellent value with a proven impact of saving lives, time and resources. In the laboratory and the classroom, TTI researchers help prepare students for transportation careers. | https://tti.tamu.edu/https://tti.tamu.edu/
Source:
1. GDOT Crash Data Portal
https://gdot.numetric.net/crash-data#/  
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